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Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

Ranjana Kundu
Student

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born in Bengali Hindu Brahmin family to Thakurdas
Bandyopadhyay and Bhagvati Devi at Birsingha village in Hooghly district. Later, the village
was added to Midnapore. At the age of 9, he went to Calcutta and started living in Bhagabat
Charan’s house in Burrabazar. Bhagbati’s youngest daughter Raimoni’s motherly and
affectionate feeling towards touched him deeply.

His quest for knowledge was no intense that he used to study under a street light as it was
not possible for him to afford a gas lamp at home. He cleared all the examinations with
excellence and in quick succession. He was rewarded with a number of scholarship for his
academic performance. In the year 1839, he successfully cleared his law examination. In 1841,
at age of twenty one years Ishwar Chandra joined Fort William College as head of Sanskrit
department.

After five years in 1846, Vidyasagar left Fort William College and joined Fort William
College and joined the Sanskrit College as “Assistant Secretary’ In the first year of service
he recommended a number of changes to the existing education system.

In 1849, he resigned from Sanskrit College and rejoined Fort William College as a head
clerk.

Vidyasagar was liberal in his outlook, even though he was born in an orthodox Hindu
Brahmin family. Also, he was highly educated and influenced by Oriental thoughts and ideas.
Ramkrishna in contrast did not have a formal education. Yet they had a nice relation between
them. When Ramkrishna met Vidyasagar he praised Vidyasagar as the Ocean of Wisdom.
Vidyasagar joked that Ramkrishna should have collected some amount of safety water of that
sea. But, Ramkrishna with profound humbleness and respect, replied that the water of general
sea might be safety, but not the water of the sea of wisdom.

Between 2003 and 2005, he composed songs for several notable films Anbe Sivam,
Madhurey. The year 2005 saw Vidyasagar receiving his first National Film Awards for his
music hi the Telegu Film. The same year he composed music for film Chandramukhi, the
only Rajinkanth starrer he has composed for till date. The songs become chartbuster, and so
was the background score.
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Ishwar - The Ocean of Knowledge

Sriparna Ray
Student

Iswar Chandra Bandapadhyay was Bengali Polymath who played a key role in Bengali
Renaissance. There will be a short of adjectives to talk about this great personality. He was a man
of multiple skills. Most note-worthy, he was an academic educator, philosopher, printer,
enterpreneut, social reformer, philantropist, translator and also publisher. Ishwar Chandra is given
the title of Vidyasagar because of his never-ending knowledge and wisdom.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born on 26th September, 1820 at Birshingha village.
Furthermore, his family was an orthodox Brahmin family. At age of 6, his parents sent him to
Calcutta so as to live with Bhagabat Charan’s house and began studying in a local school.

Vidyasagar passed in Sanskrit Grammar in 1841. He joined a Sanskrit College to teach as a
part-time job. He also got knowledge of Vedanta and Astronomy. He also joined Fort William
College as a Professor to teach the Sanskrit language.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar made a lot of focus on women’s status in society. He certainly tried
to bring reforms to the status of women in those days. Vidyasagar faught and stood for the
helpness of hindu widows. This is because the condition of Hindu widows in those days was quite
depressing and miserable.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar certainly received many accolades includes the Vidyasagar Setu
which is most commonly known as the Second Hooghly Bridge. The bridge over the Hooghly
River is named after the great personality. Secondly, Vidyasagar Mela which refers to a fair named
after Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. The dedication of this fair is towards spreading education and
social awareness. The fair has been successfully taking place on an annual basis in West Bengal
since 1994.

Then comes the Vidyasagar College / University. It is an esteemed College and there is also
the University under the name of Vidyasagar. Both the College and University is situated in
Paschim Midnapore. There is also Vidyasagar Street in Central Kolkata.

There is a famous statue of Vidyasagar at Barasat, the district center of North 24 Parganas.
Besides this there is a Vidyasagar station whose location is at Jamtara district of Jharkhand. Also
there is a Vidyasagar Hall of Residence at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur.

Vidyasagar was a man of immense rectitude and courage. Furthermore, he was a man who
ahead of his time. This Government, in recognition of his phenomenal scholarship and cultural
work, designated him with companion of the Indian Empire in 1877.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a great personality. He is recognised as one of the country’s
gem. He not only uplifted the country’s name with his knowledge but also helped women with
his social reforms. Vidyasagar introduced practiced of widow remarriage and worked against
polygamy. He was an multi-talented man of wisdom.
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Relevance of Women’s Day in India

Srinjoyee Das
Student

“Whatever glory belongs to the race for a development unprecedented in history for the
given length of time, a full share belongs to the womanhood of the race” - Mary MacLeod
Bethune.

Woman - the power to create, nurture and transform ! The word ‘woman’ conjures up
the images of selfeless love, care and affection. At the same time women ignite the spirit of
power and hope. Unfortunately, across the world, women had to fight for their independence
and protection of rights. Since decades, women had struggled and are still fighting to express
their right to speech, to vote, to equality, to education, to income and most importantly to
freedom. The objective of Women’s Day is to express love and gratitude towards women’s
contribution to our lives and society. It honours the power and struggles of women who have
broken all barriers and reached the pinnacle of success in every sphere of life. Today, women
across the globe actively participate in politics, education, social work, corporate sports, IT,
research and development, innovation and diverse fields and have lift their footprints. It is
incredible and unbelieval that woman plays various roles and that too with love and full
enthusiasm - “Woman”, she is mother, a sister, a wife, a daughter and the most dedicated
employee at her work place. She indeed the pillar of the society on whose shoulder there is
onus to take forward the existence of manking in a smoother way. She is generous, passionate
and audicious and she knows an absolute solution to all the problems. Women’s Day in India
is celebrated on the 8th March. Though the celebration of the concept of International Women’s
Day came from the western countries, the Indians highly appreciate this and also observe this
day to express their love and respect to women. When it comes to India awareness of
International Women’s Day is much more only in metro cities. However in recent years even
people in small towns are coming to know about the Women’s Day celebration and send cards
and flowers to one lady they look upon.

In India it is also celebrated by arranging for official meetings with most successful woman
and then having lunch or dinner. Throughout India, there is an increase in shapping activity
where the focus of men revolves around purchasing the best gifts for the women in their lives.
In India, Women’s Day is about ensuring that the society is just and fair to all its members
including women like many other countries women’s day in India is celebrated with the similar
enthusiasm. Many organizations public and private gear up to participate in various activities
like mass rallies, seminars, documentories and TV shows. NGO’s workings towards uplifiting
women organise gender sensitive plays. In India several organizations are working towards girl
child education of dowry culture and reservation of seats for woman in local panchyats. And
several of these initiatives have helped in empowerment of women. Nevertheless a lot of work
is still to be done in the direction including the public and private domain. Women’s Day in
India is celebrated to make people aware of all the progresses that have been done till date
and the work that still needs to be alone.
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LEAVE NO WOMAN BOUND :

The Mum Whose Heart Knows No Limit

Sherya Chowdhury
Student

As a woman who has taken the three daughters of deceased best friend under
her own wing, while caring for children of her own, the theme of this year’s
International Womens Day rang especially true for Warwick Single mother Suzette

Beng.
“LEAVE NO WOMEN BEHIND” was the topic women across the globe reflected

on, but it's a motto Ms. Benz has lived by her whole life.

Running a dance school, moving house, working full time, caring for five children
as a single mother, and all the loss of her best friend, many are in owe of how Ms
Benz holds it all together.

But like other resilient women throughout our country community, Ms Benz says

sometimes you just have to make it work.

“There are plenty of times where you just want to fall on
the floor in a heap and cry, but I think women know that

people and kids rely on them and they solider on.”

But Ms Benz wouldn’t be the person she is today without the central role model

in her life.

A heart that big is something Ms Benz could only have inherited from her

mother, Larraine Goldspink.

From a young age, she was surrounded by an endless stream of kids her family

took in as the operations of the E ] Portley Pool in Warwick.

“My mother would always have 50 different kids over, all having a pool party,

Ms Benz recalls.

Just like Larraine, there’s always room for kids in my Ms Benz’s heart.
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“If there is a child in need that’s all that matters”, she said.
“No one deserves to feel unloved & unwanted.”

But her generosity really proved it had no limit when a tragic twin of events

befell her friends late last year.

In October 2017, one of Ms. Benz’s closest companions, Stacey Rodgers, was
diagnosed with pertioneal misothelioma, a rare and aggressive type of stomach

cancer that took her life three months later.

As the single mother of three teenage daughters and two sons, the illness could

not have been harder on Ms. Rodgers.

But in the final stages of her life, the two families became so close they even
merged under one roof & Ms Benz’s household doubled in life as she moved to

take care of Ms Rodger’s children when she passed away.

Two months after her friend’s funeral, Ms Benz, Breanna, Jack, Emily, Natalie &
Angella all are findint their footing in a new house & discovering solidarity in each

other’s companionship.

“Moving into a bigger to accomodate us all has been a new

beginning and a fresh start for us to all work as one”, Ms Benz said.

“I remember Ange walked into our house on the first day and went
‘oh my god look at all the food’ ...... she was just rapt that the place

was just home, we made it home straight away,” she said.

Alongside running a family and working full time, Ms Benz also manages to head

a fun-based, not-for-project dance school.

She started Move School of Dance five years ago & still loves her afternoons

teaching young children to jump for enjoyment and build confidence in their won
skin.

“I have seeing the kids come in and they have their little outfits ..... its cute &

it's rewarding,” she said.

“At the end of the day you know they are out enjoying themselves, not sitting

in front of electronics.”

As the guardian of four teenage girls, Ms Benz is all too families with the
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challenges social media presents to the younger generations.
“It is really hard on young girls three days”, she said.

“My daughter was bullied a lot in school at one point, and that can lead into

depression and anxiety and not wanting to go to school”

Ms Benz said the antitode to the pressure of society was guidance, acceptance
and a lot of cuddles.

Luckily there is no shortage of the latter in Ms Benz life, one of the upsides of

being a single parent.

“It is hard not to have that person to turn to for help and went but the end of
the day I get the extra love and suppourt from the kids ...... so it sons of mellous
itself out.”

As people across the would have reflected on the resilience and solidarity of
women, Ms Benz says she is all for equality but thinks women still have something
different about them.

“We are kind-hearted & we are soft”, she said.

“Everyone knows when you go to Mum for a hug”
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Little Buffy and Her Birthday Gift

Santanu Banerjee
Professor

Buffy, the little butterfly opened her eyes to the bright sun of a new dawn. Buffy rubbed
her eyes and stretched out her legs and spread out her colourful wings to feel the morning
breeze. She hopped out off her bed on the branch.She leapt onto the green, dew soaked
leaves.

She chased to her Mom’s shell nearby.

“Good morning, my baby”, Mom greetedher.

Buffy yelled, “Do you remember what today is?”

“No, what is today?”Mom teased her a little.

“It is my Birthday”, exclaimed Buffy with conceit, “I'm five months old today.”
“Oh,” mom said, “Is it your birthday Today?”

“Mom, you forget! Don’t you?” murmured Buffy.

“Can a Mom ever forget her Kids’ birthday? It’s the most favorite day of my life” Mom
smiled and pulled out a tiny box fastened with a bright red ribbon. “It’s for you”

Buffy promptly pulled apart the wrapping paper and yanked off the ribbon. She opened
the box and it was...... a cute little mouth organ!

Buffy was so happy. She immediately picked it up and eagerly started playing.

Only to her surprise, it did not sound too melodious. Buffy got disappointed and threw
down the mouth organ.

Mom picked it up and returned her saying, “Buffy, don’t give up. Try again. You’ll hardly
know how wellis it if you give up so quickly”

Buffy wanted the mouth organ passionately, but did not want to take the time to learn
how to play it.

That night, Buffy tried again. The day after,she tried again. In the following evening, she
tried again. Each time she tried a little longer and a little harder. One day Bufty could play the
most beautiful lyric on her mouth organ.

Buffy and her Mom would sit for hours together while Buffy played the song over and
over until it became perfect! Buffy was so proud of herself and her Mom was so proud of her
Buffy too! Because, she did not give up hope.
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